ALABAMA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1976
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1983
History
1836-1922: hanging
1923-2002: electrocution
2002-present: lethal injection or electrocution
Current Method
Lethal Injection is the primary method, but Electrocution is available if the inmate
chooses it.
FACTS
Alabama has life without parole. Sentencing is decided by a judge, who can override the jury's
recommendation. The Governor has sole authority to grant reprieves and commutations in capital
cases. Sentences that are commuted to life are not eligible for a pardon from the Board of
Pardons and Parole unless the Board receives sufficient evidence to indicate that the person is
innocent of the crime of conviction and unanimously approves the pardon with the Governor.
NEWS
Alabama recently changed its method of execution to Lethal Injection, but retained Electrocution
as an option available to the condemned.
Wesley Quick became Alabama's fifth exoneration in 2003. He was acquitted during his third
trial, as jury misconduct had been found in the original trial and witness inconsistencies were
found in the second. In the latter, the second trial judge refused a copy of the transcripts which
would have helped convict the prosecution's star witness of the crime.
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ARIZONA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1992
History
1901-1915: hanging
1916-1917: no death penalty (except for treason and train robbery)
1918-1932: hanging
1933-1991: lethal gas
1992-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
Choice between lethal injection or lethal gas if the inmate was sentenced before 11/15/92.
FACTS
Arizona has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has primary authority
with the advice of the Board of Pardons and Paroles. The Governor needs a favorable
recommendation from the Board in order to grant clemency. The Governor is not obligated to go
along with the recommendation, however.
NEWS
Lemuel Prion became Arizona's eighth exoneration in 2003 when it was shown that prosecutors
ignored evidence that pointed towards another suspect in the murder and relied on testimony
from a man that at the time of the murder could not identify Prion, but 17 months later identified
him from a newspaper photo that Identified Prion as the prime suspect.
In 2002 by a 7-2 decision in Ring v. Arizona, the United States Supreme Court ended the
practice of having a judge decide the eligibility for a death sentence in a death penalty case, as it
violated a defendant's right to a trial by jury.
Arizona executed two German citizens in 1999, Karl and Walter LaGrand. Walter was executed
by the gas chamber at his own election. Germany challenged the executions in the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague. The ICJ ruled that the executions should be stayed, but to
no avail.
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ARKANSAS
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1990
History
1894-1912: hanging
1913-1982: electrocution
1983-present: lethal injection or electrocution
Current Method
Lethal injection
Choice of lethal injection, or electrocution if the inmate was sentenced before 7/4/83.
FACTS
Arkansas has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the sole
authority to grant clemency. However, all clemency application must be referred to the Parole
Board for investigation and non-binding recommendation.
NEWS
Governor Mike Huckabee commuted the death sentence of Bobby Ray Fretwell to a sentence of
life without parole in 1999.One of the jurors from the original trial had contacted the governor
and said that Fretwell had not received an adequate defense and that the juror had gone along
with the rest of the jurors in the death sentence because he feared being shunned by the
community.
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CALIFORNIA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1974
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1992
History
1872-1936: hanging
1937-1991: lethal gas
1992-present: lethal gas or lethal injection
Current Method
Inmate choice of lethal injection or lethal gas.
FACTS
California has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the exclusive
authority to grant clemency, unless the prisoner has twice been convicted of a felony; in that
case, a recommendation of the State Supreme Court with four justices concurring is necessary.
No clemencies have been granted since Furman.
NEWS
California executed a foreign national, Jaturun Siripongs from Thailand, despite pleas for
clemency from that country. California also executed Manuel Babbitt, a former Marine who had
been given one of the country's highest medals for being wounded in action. Babbitt suffered
from post-traumatic stress syndrome after his service in Vietnam.

© Michigan State University and Death Penalty Information Center, 2006

COLORADO
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1975
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1997
History
1868-1896: hanging
1897-1900: no death penalty
1901-1932: hanging
1933-1987: lethal gas
1988-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Colorado has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor is fully authorized
when he or she deems it proper and consistent with the public interest and the rights of the
condemned to commute the sentence in any case by reducing the sentence to life imprisonment
or a term of not less than 20 years of hard labor.
NEWS
Colorado has one of the better systems of legal representation, a small death row and only one
execution since re-enactment.
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CONNECTICUT
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
None
History
1875-1934: hanging
1935-1994: electrocution
1995-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Connecticut has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Board of Pardons has full
authority to grant clemency. The Governor's only authority is his or her ability to grant reprieves.
The reprieve is limited to the end of the following session of the general assembly.
NEWS
Michael Ross, a death row inmate who has written many articles on the problems of the death
penalty for national publications, lost his bid to have his death sentence restored without a
hearing in 1998. The Connecticut courts had earlier overturned his death sentence because he
had been suffering from mental illness at the time of his crimes. Ross had wanted to spare the
victims' families the grief of attending another sentencing proceeding. Michael Ross was
executed on May 13, 2005.
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DELAWARE
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1974
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1992
History
1829-1957: hanging
1958-1960: no death penalty
1961-1985: hanging
1986-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Delaware has life without parole. Sentencing is decided by a judge, who can override the jury's
recommendation. The Governor has the authority to grant clemency on the advice of the Board
of Pardons. The Governor needs a favorable recommendation from the board in order to grant
clemency, but does not have to go along with the recommendation.
NEWS
Delaware has one of the highest rate of executions as a fraction of its population of any state in
the U.S. In 1996, Delaware conducted one of the few hangings that have occurred in the U.S.
since the death penalty was reinstated. Almost half of their executions have been volunteers who
waived their right to appeal. In 2003 Delaware dismantled their Gallows, leaving lethal injection
the sole method of execution.
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FLORIDA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1972
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1979
History
1868-1922: hanging
1923-1999: electrocution
2000-present: lethal injection or electrocution
Current Method
Inmate choice of lethal injection or electrocution
FACTS
Florida has life without parole. Sentencing is decided by a judge, who can override the jury's
recommendation. The Governor has the authority to grant clemency on the advice of the Board
of Executive Clemency. However, the Governor has the absolute power to sign the death
warrant. The Governor also has the power to grant reprieves of up to sixty days by executive
order.
Since the death penalty was reinstated, Florida has had the most inmates released (22) from death
row after evidence of their innocence emerged.
ELECTRIC CHAIR
After the botched execution of Allen Lee Davis in 1999, the U.S. Supreme Court agreed to
review the constitutionality of the electric chair for the first time in over 100 years. The Issue
became moot, however, when Florida lawmakers, in a special legislative session, agreed to
switch the state's primary method of execution from electrocution to lethal injection.
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GEORGIA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1983
History
1845-1923: hanging
1924-1999: electrocution
2000-2001: lethal injection or electrocution
2001-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Georgia has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The State Board of Pardons and
Paroles has the exclusive authority to grant clemency.
NEWS
Georgia does not guarantee an attorney to death row inmates wishing to file post-conviction
appeals. One such inmate, Exzavious Gibson, was forced to appear before an appellate judge
with no representation, while the state's case was argued by experienced death penalty counsel.
Gibson lost that appeal after offering no arguments and challenged the state's failure to provide
representation to the U.S. Supreme Court, which declined to take his case in 1999.
In 2000 the Pardons and Parole Board granted clemency to Alexander Williams because of his
mental retardation and his age at the time of the crime. The electric chair was declared cruel and
unusual by the Georgia Supreme Court in October 2001.
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IDAHO
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1994
History
1864-1977: hanging
1978-1981: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection or firing squad
Firing squad only if lethal injection is "impractical"
FACTS
Idaho has life without parole. The State Commission of Pardons and Paroles has the authority
to grant clemency. Also the Governor may grant respites and reprieves not extending past the
next session of the Commission.
NEWS
Idaho has had only one execution since the death penalty was reinstated and that was of an
inmate who waived his appeals. In 2003 a bill was signed shifting the responsibility of
sentencing from the judge to the jury, in compliance with the United States' Supreme Court
decision in Ring v. Arizona
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ILLINOIS
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1974
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1990
History
1839-1926: hanging
1927-1982: electrocution
1983-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Illinois has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has clemency authority over
all offenses. The Governor receives non-binding recommendations from the State Prisoner Review Board.
INNOCENCE
Illinois has had more exonerations (18) than executions (12). Four inmates were released in 2003: Aaron
Patterson, Madison Hobley, Leroy Orange, and Stanley Howard, all of whom were pardoned by Governor
Ryan on January 11, 2003. The next day, Ryan granted clemency to the remaining 167 inmates on
Illinois' death row, reducing their sentences to life. The moratorium placed on executions by Ryan in
2000 in response to the high number of mistakes discovered in death row cases was still in place as of
September 2006.
Anthony Porter came within hours of execution in 1998 and was only spared because questions about his
mental capacity convinced a judge to delay his execution. In the interim, investigators and students
working with Northwestern University's School of Journalism discovered the real killer, who confessed
on videotape. Porter was immediately released and all charges were dropped.
The legislature established a state-funded program for financial assistance at the trial level for death
penalty cases. The funds will assist both prosecution and defense. Other proposals are under
consideration.
According to a 2000 poll by the Chicago Tribune, support for the death penalty in Illinois has dropped 13
percentage points in the last five years, and a majority of voters (54%) favors a moratorium on all
executions in the state. Fewer than half of the respondents—49%—said they believe the death penalty
deters crime.
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INDIANA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1981
History
1889-1912: hanging
1913-1994: electrocution
1995-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Indiana has life without parole. Sentencing is decided by a jury. The Governor on the advice of
the Parole Board has the power to grant clemency. The Governor needs a favorable
recommendation of the Board to be able to grant clemency. The Governor, however, is not
bound by the favorable recommendation.
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KANSAS
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1994
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
None
History
1872-1906: hanging
1907-1934: no death penalty
1935-1993: hanging
1994-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Kansas has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the sole
authority to commute a death sentence to a term of life without parole.
NEWS
In December 2001 the Kansas Supreme Court found the state's death penalty law to be flawed
and ordered all cases resentenced. The final resentencing was completed in September 2008,
where Gary Kleypas was found still eligible for the death penalty.
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KENTUCKY
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1975
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1997
History
1894-1909: hanging
1910-1997: electrocution
1998-present: lethal injection or electrocution
Current Method
Lethal injection
Choice between lethal injection or electrocution if the inmate was convicted after March
31, 1998
FACTS
Kentucky has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the sole
authority to commute a death sentence to a term of life without parole.
NEWS
In 1998, Kentucky became the only state to pass a Racial Justice Act, which calls for a pretrial
process for the judge to determine if race is part of a capital prosecution.
In 2002, Larry Osborne was exonerated when the Kentucky Supreme Court reversed his
conviction, which was based upon hearsay testimony in 2003, Kevin Stanford was granted
clemency on the basis of his age (17) at the time of the crime.
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LOUISIANA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1983
History
1884-1939: hanging
1940-1989: electrocution
1990-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Louisiana has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the authority
to act on the advice of the Board of Pardons. The Governor needs a favorable recommendation in
order to grant clemency. However, the Governor is not bound by that favorable recommendation.
The Governor also has the unlimited and absolute power to grant reprieves.
NEWS
As of January 2009, there have been eight exonerations. In 2003, John Thompson was
exonerated when a retrial allowing him to present evidence supressed by the state during the
original trial in 1985. Also in 2003, Herbert Welcome was granted clemency following the
United States Supreme Court decision in Atkins v. Virginia which banned the execution of the
mentally retarded. Dan L. Bright and Ryan Matthews were both exonerated in 2004.
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MARYLAND
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1975
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1994
History
1809-1956: hanging
1955-1993: lethal gas
1994-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
Choice between lethal injection or lethal gas if the inmate committed the offense before
March 24, 1994
FACTS
Maryland has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the authority
to commute any death sentence into confinement for a length of time that the Governor deems
appropriate.
NEWS
In the final year of his term of office, governor Paris Glendenning imposed a moratorium on
executions, which lasted until it was lifted by Governor Ehrlich in January 2003. Glendenning
was also responsible for the states second pardon, when clemency was granted to Eugene
Colvin-el. Maryland has only executed five inmates since reinstatement in 1994, and none since
Wesley Baker in December 2005.
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MISSISSIPPI
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1974
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1983
History
1906-1939: hanging
1940-1953: electrocution
1954-1983: lethal gas
1984-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
Choice between lethal injection or lethal gas if the inmate was sentenced before 7/1/84.
FACTS
Mississippi has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has sole
clemency authority. The State Parole Board has the responsibility to investigate clemency
recommendations at the request of the Governor.
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MISSOURI
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1975
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1989
History
1866-1936: hanging
1937-1987: lethal gas
1988-present: lethal injection or lethal gas
Current Method
Inmate choice of lethal injection or lethal gas.
FACTS
Missouri has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor is required by
statute to get a non-binding recommendation from the Missouri Board of Probation and Parole
before granting or denying clemency in a death penalty case.
NEWS
In August of 2003 Joseph Amrine was cleared of all charges and released after seventeen years
on death row for the murder of a fellow inmate after three witnesses recanted, stating they
received protection in exchange for their testimony. There was no physical evidence linking
Amrine to the crime.
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MONTANA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1974
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1995
History
1895-1982: hanging
1983-1995: hanging or lethal gas
1996-present: lethal injection al gas
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Montana has life without parole. A judge decides the sentence. The Governor has the power to
grant clemency with the advice of the Board of Pardons. The Governor must have a favorable
recommendation to grant clemency. However, the Governor is not bound by that
recommendation.
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NEBRASKA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1994
History
1895-1912: hanging
1913-2008: electrocution
Current Method
Electrocution was ruled unconstitutional by the state supreme court in February 2008,
there is no other method in place.
FACTS
Nebraska has life without parole. A 3-judge panel decides the sentence. An executive panel,
which includes the Governor, has the power to grant clemency. Nebraska is the only state that
does not offer lethal injection as an alternative method of execution.
MORATORIUM LEGISLATION
In 1999, Nebraska became the first state whose legislature passed a moratorium on executions.
The bill was vetoed by the governor. The legislature also approved funds for a study of how the
death penalty is applied. The governor also vetoed that bill, but the legislature unanimously
overrode the governor's veto. There have been no executions in Nebraska since the study began.
In 2001 Jeremy Sheets was exonerated and released from death row after charges were dropped
in the murder conviction after the Nebraska Supreme Court overturned his conviction.
Statements made by a codefendant implicated Sheets and were deemed by the Court as highly
suspect and inadmissible following the suicide of the codefendant.
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NEVADA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1979
History
1885-1911: hanging
1912-1920: hanging or firing squad
1921-1982: lethal gas
1983-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal Injection

FACTS
Nevada has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. A Panel that includes the Governor
has the authority to grant clemency. In order for it to be granted, the Governor must vote in the
majority. State Legislatures may also pass laws that suspend the execution of sentences.
NEWS
The Nevada Board of Pardons and Paroles, headed by Governor Guinn, in 2002 reduced the
sentence of Thomas Nevius to life without the possibility of parole following the United States
Supreme Court decision in Atkins v. Virginia which forbade the execution of the mentally
retarded.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1991
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
None
History
1891-1985: hanging
1986-present: lethal injection or hanging.
Current Method
Lethal injection or hanging.
(Hanging only if lethal injection is "impractical.")
FACTS
New Hampshire has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has sole
authority to grant clemency, but the Governor must consult the Governor's Council for nonbinding advice.
NEWS
New Hampshire has not had an execution in 60 years. As of January 2009, Michael Addison is
the only person on the state's death row after his December 2008 conviction for murdering a
police officer. The state passed a law narrowing the old death penalty law and effectively
reinstating the punishment in 1991.
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NEW MEXICO
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1979
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
2001 (volunteer)
History
1880-1928: hanging
1929-1954: electrocution
1955-1978: lethal gas
1979-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
New Mexico has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the
exclusive authority to grant clemency. The Governor may not grant reprieves indefinitely.
NEWS
Terry Clark, who waived all appeals, became New Mexico's first and only execution on
November 6, 2001. In 1986, Governor Toney Anaya commuted the death sentences of all those
on death row.
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NORTH CAROLINA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1977
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1984
History
1883-1908: hanging
1909-1934: electrocution
1935-1982: lethal gas
1983-present: lethal injection or lethal gas
Current Method
Lethal Injection
FACTS
North Carolina has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the
exclusive authority to grant clemency.
NEWS
Since 1999, four inmates have been granted clemency. The 84th person to be freed from death
row in the U.S. because of innocence was Alfred Rivera, who was acquitted at his retrial in
North Carolina. A total of 8 such people have been released in the U.S. in 1999 alone.
Orange County, North Carolina, became the first county in the U.S. to call for a moratorium on
the death penalty, citing the dangers of mistaken executions. The towns of Carrboro, Chapel
Hill, and the City of Durham also passed moratorium resolutions in 1999.
In early 2002, a new law allowed life without parole as an alternative. Death sentences dropped
by over 50% following the law.
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OHIO
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1974
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1999
History
1835-1895: hanging
1896-1992: electrocution
1993-2001: lethal injection or electrocution
2001-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection

FACTS
Ohio has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the authority to
grant clemency. All recommendations must be referred to the Adult Parole Authority for
investigation and non-binding recommendation. The Governor cannot pardon those convicted of
first degree murder unless innocence is established beyond a reasonable doubt.
NEWS
Ohio had its first execution in over 35 years when Wilford Berry was executed by lethal injection
in 1999. Berry had waived his appeals and fired the attorneys who were trying to prevent his
execution. There was considerable evidence that Berry was suffering from severe mental illness.
In December 2001, Cincinnati voted in favor of a resolution suspending executions in Ohio.
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OKLAHOMA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1990
History
1890-1912: hanging
1913-1976: electrocution
1977-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection.
Electrocution and firing squad if lethal injection ever held unconstitutional.
FACTS
Oklahoma has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the authority to grant
clemency on the advice of the Pardon and Parole Board. The Governor needs a favorable
recommendation to grant clemency.
JUVENILES
Oklahoma executed Sean Sellers in 1999. Sellers was only 16 years of age when he killed his parents.
This was the first execution of a 16-year-old offender in the U.S. in 40 years. International protests from
groups and prominent individuals such as Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the President of the American
Bar Association were unable to stop this execution.
In 2003, Oklahoma executed another juvenile, Scott Hain, who was 17 at the time of the crime, and had
spent 15 years on Oklahoma's death row. A poll taken at the time of Hain's execution showed that over
60% of those surveyed supported a ban on the execution of juveniles.
In 1988, Oklahoma tried to execute a 15-year old offender but the U.S. declared that to be
unconstitutional in Thompson v. Oklahoma.
INNOCENCE
In 1999, DNA tests helped free two Oklahomans who had been convicted of murder. Ronald Williamson
and Dennis Fritz were charged with the murder and rape of Deborah Sue Carter in 1982. They were
arrested four years after the crime. Both were convicted and Williamson received the death penalty. In
1997, a federal appeals court overturned Williamson's conviction on the basis of ineffectiveness of
counsel. The court noted that the lawyer had failed to investigate and present to the jury the fact that
another man had confessed to the crime. Recently, DNA tests from the crime scene did not match either
Williamson or Fritz, but did implicate Glen Gore, a former suspect in the case. All charges against the
two defendants were dismissed on April 15, 1999 and they were released. In 2001 Phillip Smith was
granted clemency when Governor Keating expressed doubt over Smith's guilt.
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OREGON
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1978
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1996
History
1874-1913: hanging
1914-1919: no death penalty
1920-1936: hanging (presumed)
1937-1963: lethal gas
1964-1977: no death penalty
1978-1983: lethal gas
1984-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Oregon has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The governor has sole authority to
grant clemency.
NEWS
Oregon's last execution took place in 1997.
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PENNSYLVANIA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1974
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1995
History
1860-1912: hanging
1913-1989: electrocution
1990-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection

FACTS
Pennsylvania has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor must have the
recommendation of the State Board of Pardons before granting clemency.
NEWS
Pennsylvania has had more exonerations (6) than executions (3).
Over two-thirds of those on Pennsylvania's death row are members of minorities. More than half
of the death row inmates are from one city, Philadelphia, even though Philadelphia has only
about 14% of the state's population. A comprehensive study of race and the death penalty in
Philadelphia by renowned researcher David Baldus of the University of Iowa in 1998 found that
blacks faced odds of receiving a death sentence that were 3.9 times higher than others who
committed similar crimes.
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SOUTH CAROLINA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1974
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1985
History
1841-1911: hanging
1912-1994: electrocution
1995-present: lethal injection or electrocution
Current Method
Inmate choice of lethal injection or electrocution.
FACTS
South Carolina has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the
exclusive authority to grant reprieves and to commute death sentences to life imprisonment.
NEWS
Warren Manning was freed after 10 years on death row following his acquittal on all charges in
1999. The jury deliberated only 3 hours in freeing Manning, who was represented at this trial by
one of the country's leading death penalty lawyers. Manning was the 83rd such person freed in
the country since 1973.
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SOUTH DAKOTA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1979
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
2007
History
1877-1915: hanging
1915-1938: no death penalty
1939-1983: electrocution
1984-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
South Dakota has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the
authority to grant clemency. The Governor may ask the Board of Pardons for non-binding
recommendations.
NEWS
South Dakota has only had one execution since the law was reinstated, when Elijah Page was
voluntarily executed in 2007.
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TENNESSEE
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1974
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
2000
History
1858-1912: hanging
1913-1914: electrocution
1915-1916: no death penalty
1917-1998: electrocution
1999-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
Choice between lethal injection or electrocution if the inmate was sentenced before
January 1, 1999
FACTS
Tennessee has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has absolute
power over clemency. The Board of Pardons considers and makes non-binding recommendations
concerning all requests for commutation. The Governor may commute a death sentence to life
imprisonment when the State Supreme Court finds that the punishment should be commuted.
NEWS
In 2000, Tennessee had its first execution since the death penalty was reinstated. Robert Coe,
who was suffering from severe mental illness at the time of the crime, was executed on April 19,
2000.
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TEXAS
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1974
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1982
History
1836-1922: hanging
1923-1976: electrocution
1977-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection
FACTS
Texas has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor needs a favorable
recommendation from the Board of Pardons and Paroles in order to be able to grant clemency.
The governor is not obligated to follow the recommendation of the Board. The Governor also has
the power to grant a thirty-day reprieve.
NEWS
As of September 2006, Texas has conducted over 35% of the 1045 executions in the United
States. Only one commutation of a death sentence for humanitarian reasons has been granted
since the death penalty was reinstated.
As of January 2009, only two inmates have ever been granted clemency, Henry Lee Lucas in
1998 and Kenneth Foster in 2007. As of this same date, there have been two exonerated inmates
in the previous decade: Ernest Ray Willis in 2004 and Michael Blair in 2008.
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UTAH
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1973
Year of first execution after
1977
History
1852-1897: firing squad, hanging, or beheading
1898-1979: firing squad or hanging
1980-1982: firing squad
1983-present: firing squad or lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal Injection (Firing squad available for inmates who chose the method prior to its
ban).
FACTS
Utah has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. A Panel that includes the Governor
has the power to grant clemency.
NEWS
Utah was the state with the first execution after the death penalty was reinstated. Gary Gilmore,
a volunteer, was executed by firing squad in 1977, three months after his conviction.
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VIRGINIA
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1975
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1982
History
1887-1907: hanging
1908-1993: electrocution
1994-present: lethal injection or electrocution
Current Method
Inmate choice of lethal injection or electrocution
FACTS
Virginia has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has full authority to
grant clemency. The Governor also has the power to commute a death sentence to life
imprisonment without the consent of the convict.
NEWS
In June of 2002 the United States Supreme Court issued a ruling in Atkins v. Virginia that
banned the execution of the mentally retarded, noting that such a practice was a violation of the
8th Amendment. The decision has caused broad changes in death penalty policy nationwide.
In 2000, Governor James Gilmore granted an absolute pardon to Earl Washington, who had
spent ten years on Virginia's death row prior to his commutation in 1994. Washington was
arrested for another crime in 1983 when police convinced him to confess to another murder from
1982. Washington, who has an IQ of 69, was later proven innocent by DNA testing, and his
sentence was commuted to life by then Governor Douglas Wilder. Gilmore ordered further
testing in 2000, the results of which cleared Washington completely, and he was freed.
Survey results from the 2002 Quality of Life in Virginia Poll show that support for Virginia's
death penalty has dropped. When surveyors asked respondents if they supported the death
penalty, 68% agreed. This represents the lowest total in a decade. When asked about the
alternative of life with no possibility of parole for a minimum of 25 years combined with
restitution for the victims’ families, over half of the respondents (52%) agreed with this
alternative to the death penalty.
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WASHINGTON
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1975
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1993
History
1891-1912: hanging
1913-1918: no death penalty
1919-1980: hanging
1981-present: lethal injection or hanging
Current Method
Inmate choice of lethal injection or hanging
FACTS
Washington has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has the power
to commute death sentences to life imprisonment and hard labor upon such conditions and
restrictions as the Governor thinks proper.
NEWS
In June of 2002 the Washington state Supreme Court unanimously adopted higher standards of
representation for death penalty cases after a newspaper study revealed that at least 20% of
defense attorneys on capital cases were later disbarred, suspended, or even arrested.
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WYOMING
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1977
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
1992
History
1887-1934: hanging
1935-1983: lethal gas
1984-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection.
Lethal gas if lethal injection ever held unconstitutional
FACTS
Wyoming has life without parole. A jury decides the sentence. The Governor has sole clemency
authority.
NEWS
Wyoming's first and only execution took place in 1992. Two defendants were charged with
capital murder in the death of a gay man, Matthew Shepard. Both defendants received life
sentences in 1999, instead of death. Matthew Shepard's family spoke in opposition to the death
penalty and many gay and lesbian groups also publicly opposed a death sentence.
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U.S. GOVERNMENT
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1988
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
2001
History
Method employed in the state where the conviction takes place
Current Method
Method employed in the state where the conviction takes place

FACTS
The Federal Government has a sentence of life without parole.
There have been three executions by the united States government since 2001: Timothy
McVeigh from Oklahoma on June 11, 2001, Juan Raul Garza of Texas on June 19, 2001, and
Louis Jones, Jr. of Texas on March 18, 2003. The three cases involved one white, one black, and
one Hispanic male, and all came from the south.
NEWS
A 2000 study by the Department of Justice has revealed racial and geographical disparities in the
application of the federal death penalty.
HISTORY
In addition to the death penalty laws in many states, the federal government has also employed
capital punishment for certain federal offenses. In 1972, the United States Supreme Court ruled
that all state death penalty statues were unconstitutional because they allowed for arbitrary and
capricious application. The federal statute suffered from the same infirmities as the state statutes
and no death sentence employing the older federal statutes has been upheld. In 1988, a new
federal death penalty statute was enacted for murder in the course of a drug-kingpin conspiracy.
In 1994, the federal death penalty was expanded to some 60 different offenses.
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U.S. MILITARY
Year of Reenactment (since 1972 suspension)
1984
Year of First Execution (since reenactment)
None
History
18xx-1984: hanging
1984-present: lethal injection
Current Method
Lethal injection

FACTS
The U.S. Military does have a sentence of life without parole.
There have been no executions since April 13, 1961, when U.S. Army Private John A. Bennett
was hanged. There are 9 men on the military death row.
HISTORY
In 1983, the Armed Forces Court of Appeals held in U.S. v. Matthews, that military capital
sentencing procedures were unconstitutional for failing to require a finding of individualized
aggravating circumstances. In 1984, the death penalty was reinstated when President Ronald
Reagan signed an executive order adopting detailed rules for capital courts-martial. Among the
rules was a list of 11 aggravating factors that qualify defendants for death sentences.

© Michigan State University and Death Penalty Information Center, 2006

